
 
BACKGROUND TO BEAUCHAMP HOUSE EARLY MUSIC COURSE 

 
 

In 1984 Alan and Caroline Lumsden began a series of summer courses in the outbuildings of 
Beauchamp House, their home just west of Gloucester.  Most of the courses were for 
children, but a week was devoted to early music with an adult clientele.  Participants 
camped on an adjoining field (or in local B&Bs) and sessions were held in the old Dairy and 
the Barn.  In the early days Alan transcribed 'new' 16th century works for each course to 
increase the repertoire, often from original sources.  His Beauchamp Press has more than 
300 works which we hope to make available next year. 
 
Alan began his musical career as a trombonist, but was interested in early instruments and 
became a member of David Munrow's Early Music Consort.  Due to his interest in early wind 
and brass, this summer school is unique because of the presence of a considerable number 
of cornetts and sackbuts, (the standard companion to choirs in the decades around 1600) 
along with singers, viols and other stringed instruments and recorder players who can also 
sing. Tutors on the course in the early days included Andrew van der Beek and Michael 
Procter with Clifford Bartlett on continuo; in the 1990s Philip Thorby joined the tutor team.  
Very sadly, Alan developed Alzheimer’s Disease and had to give up directing the course in 
2013.  Philip took over as Director and brought in David Hatcher as tutor.  (Clifford also left 
the course.)  In 2019 Philip Thorby retired from the course and David Hatcher has taken over 
its directorship.  David Allinson will be joining the team in 2020 in charge of the singers.  A 
brass specialist is brought in each year. 
 
The course also had to move from Beauchamp House as it was sold.  The course has seen a 
number of different homes since then but the name ‘Beauchamp EM course’ has been 
retained as it is how the course is known in EM circles.  The course is now administered by 
the Gloucestershire Academy of Music whose origin, the Beauchamp Music Group, was set 
up by Caroline Lumsden. 
 
Each year there is a theme, generally one that emphasises the polychoral repertoire. With 
roughly 50 people attending, pieces for three or four choirs are no problem, and there is the 
chance to experiment with a variety of mixed vocal and instrumental scorings. Weeks have 
been devoted to Palestrina, Gabrieli, Praetorius, Schütz, Lassus, music from Mantua or some 
theme eg. Glorias, Christmas music, etc. 
 
The course always provides all meals and an area for those who wish to camp.  Initially at 
least half of those attending camped but, as time has moved on and participants have grown 
a little older, the comfort of B&Bs or rooms at the venue have become more popular.  Some 
of the participants have been virtually every year since its inception ….. but new people are 
always most welcome. 
 
 
 
 


