
 
GAM Lessons Online March 2020 

Guidance 

 

For teachers: 

Let the GAM office know in advance that you will be teaching an online lesson on 

behalf of GAM.  Every lesson needs to be registered in advance via 

info@glosacadmusic.org 

 Liaise directly with the parent, not the student. 

 Arrange a precise time for the lesson in advance and agree on the digital 

platform you will be using. 

 Maintain your normal standards of professionalism, even if teaching from 

home (adhere to your normal dress code, for instance and consider the 

environment that will be on show to your student). 

 Deliver the lesson from a quiet space where you won’t be interrupted. 

 

For parents and students: 

 Arrange a shared space for the child to receive the lesson (ideally not a 

bedroom). 

 Arrange for an adult to be present, if possible. 

 Arrange for the lesson to be delivered via the parent’s login/device etc – not 

the child’s phone or device. 

 Ensure that the student is prepared with instrument and equipment before the 

start of the lesson and is as ready to learn as if they were attending the lesson 

at our centre. 

 Ensure that students maintain their normal standards of dress code, as if they 

were having a lesson in person. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Lesson Advice 

 

Hardware An iPad or tablet is the best flexible medium for easy repositioning/screen 

size and stand-alone sound quality but connectivity can be a problem so it may well 

be worth teaching somewhere where you have a cable connection and using a PC 

or laptop especially if your home Wi-Fi is sketchy at times.  Have your power cable in 

or ready in case you have low battery during a lesson. 

Lighting Make sure the lighting shows you clearly,  and be aware of what’s behind 

you. You should be sure that the student’s view has nothing distracting in it such as 

people moving through or a television that is on. Also ensure there is nothing behind 

you that you would prefer a student not to see.  

Make sure the student’s camera is positioned so they are not too close or too far, 

and that you can see them and the instrument clearly 

Verbal skill The time delay and the limitations on seeing fast movements will often 

force you to describe things that you might otherwise demonstrate or help with 

physically if you were teaching in person.  Thinking ahead about methods or 

exercises you want to choose may well be useful and it will take a little time to get 

used to the more transactional nature of conversation exchange. In general, you 

may well spend more time discussing ideas, attitudes and techniques verbally rather 

than demonstrating them.  With practice, this can be quite effective, though it 

cannot quite have the impact of being in a room together. 

Visual Quality When demonstrating something it is worth keeping an eye on the 

image of yourself to make sure the student can see what’s important. 

Sound delay One difficulty is the delay in sound, often a half second each way.  Be 

aware that when you say something it may take a moment for them to hear 

you.  Take your time to speak clearly and make sure you let the student finish what 

they have to say before you speak.  Otherwise it is easy to start talking at the same 

time. 

Flexibility It’s important to be prepared to move away from your lesson plan if 

necessary.  

 If you are working on something that requires visual clarity and the image 

quality deteriorates, be ready to move on to something else immediately 

and come back to it when the image is better.  

  If you are asking the student to do something that is fast, and it looks blurry or 

jerky, you may have to ask them how it felt. 

  If the sound gets screechy, you may have to ask the student how it sounded 

and tell them what you are looking for.  Sometimes this is helpful, to keep the 

student aware of your goals and to tune them into looking for the right sound 

or feeling. 

 
 


